1st Cor 1:1-9



God is faithful



Jan 12, 2020
The sermon time this morning will follow a three fold evolution:  I will speak about the text for the day; church board members will offer words about our congregation; I will conclude with the discipleship of the biblical text out of church and Anabaptist tradition.  I begin with the biblical text, a place I like to start.

Our scripture text begins with “calls”.  Paul opens his letter to the Corinthian congregation recognizing that he is called (κλητὸς) to be an apostle.  At the same time he acknowledges that the Corinthian congregation is also called (κλητοῖς) to be saints.   And the word for “church” is a linguistic relative of this word “call”—the church is literally a group of called out ones.   We individually and collectively are “called out” for good purposes—upbuilding the Christian fellowship, gentleness in our families, integrity in our work, and so on.  This may seem daunting, but we learn in verses 4-9 this is based upon God’s faithfulness.  This reminded me of a quote by Hans Kung:  “Since God’s call precedes any action and any faith on the part of the individual, and since this call is addressed to the whole people of God, the individual never stands alone, but within the community, just as the individual communities are part of the one community, the Church.  The Church begins, not with a pious individual, but with God”.


Our individual Christian journey begins not with our piety, but with God.  Our life together as a Church continues on not on account of our piety, but on account of God.  The church’s engagement in social challenges does not rest on our piety, but on God.  This is really Good News.  Sure, we can and shall do our best, but the start and end of this thing called Christian discipleship is God.

We are not perfect. Paul was not perfect. If we read too much farther in either Corinthian correspondence we learn that the church in Corinth had some fairly significant challenges in their community life.  We are not perfect individually or collectively.  But guess what:  God does amazing things through the imperfect.  This is the grace of God.  It is very important that when we gather, we be reminded that God has been and is faithful:  to each of us as individuals, to us as a congregation, to our world.  Each of us gathered here this morning is loved by God.  We are loved and valued not because of what we do or produce, but because we exist.  We are all created in the image of God and God nurtures us as any well-meaning parent might.  We are invited into communion with God and Jesus because we are beloved creatures of the Creator.

On top of this, though, we each have been graced with unique talents, unique gifts.  None of this is our doing.  This is how we have been made.  This is God’s gift to us for we are a part of the Creator.  Some of us make amazing casseroles for potluck; others administrate departments in our city or province.  Some of us have artistic talents which communicate divine love through stitch, melody, or word; others of us plow the land in larger or smaller scales; some of us simply pray for or be mindful of the community.  Some of us make meaning of this world through the heart, and others through the head.  Each of our talents, I would say, are for honouring God, for upbuilding the worshipping community, and for the healing of our world.  God’s grace to us invites us to extend grace to others

 My take of the biblical text is as follows:  we have been gifted beyond deserving; in grateful response people contribute from their talents as they are able out of their specific circumstances.  In this offering the individual / community / society is graced by the gift of the individual.   This is the perfect transitions to recent conversation around our Church Board table, and so I turn the next bit of sermon time over to representatives of our Church Board.
-------------------
January 12th, 2020 – Gifts Discernment Worship Service As we have been spending time considering the diversity of gifts among us and the value of sharing our gifts with people in our community and beyond, I couldn’t help but reflect on this years Children’s Christmas Program. The story of the coming of the Christ child through the eyes of the stable animals which rightly so, led to the singing of the Friendly Beasts. In the song each animal recognizes their unique gift that they bring to welcome Jesus into the world and support the care and nurture of Jesus in the early moments of his life. The doves bring their gift of voice and song to coo Jesus to sleep and sooth him in his early hours of life. The donkey brings the strength of his body to do the hard labour of carrying Mary through the undulating terrain on their journey to Bethlehem. The sheep creates a warm blanket from his wool to pillow his head and the cow and the camel provide Jesus with the resources they have access too, that of a manger and the valuable gifts that were then bestowed upon Jesus at his birth. Each animal knew their opportunity and the importance of what they could offer, and brought their gifts with humble pride to the Christ child – Emmanuel! So too, do we have many in our church, that move among us, prepared to humbly give of their gifts in many ways. The church, an organization, a community could not survive without the selfless giving of gifts. We have been a church, past and present, that has had the fortune of people willing to share their gifts, which has created a strong foundation for our church community. In light of the gifts that we share, there are two individuals that we want to draw your attention to this morning. Firstly, Sarah Unrau, who has been our youth leader since 2011 and has supported and nurtured the youth as they have grown into caring adults in our society. She has listened to our youth with a quiet, calm presence and has been an advocate for them in our church community. She has challenged and supported their growth and has continued to be their friend. As she prepares for her maternity leave starting February 15 we want to thank her for sharing her gifts directly with our Youth congregants and for also looking beyond our Youth to find ways of supporting other work of the church. Working alongside Susanne in our Young Family Program and providing expertise and guidance on our website updates and in our communication opportunities. Thank you Sarah for sharing yourself and your many gifts with all of us. We wish you the best as you go on maternity leave to welcome one more child into your Fast growing family… pardon me, your Fast family. Secondly we recognize Helen Siemens who has been constant support in our church office for 23 years. Helen’s steady and constant, warm and caring demeanour has enabled her to be a pillar to so many of us in so many ways. She has been the right hand to our pastoral teams throughout the years – communicating, organizing and supporting. She has supported our Deacons, working closely with our Finance team and our Building and Grounds Deacons and has been the voice of support to our outside contract workers. Helen has been the connector to our church members and congregants and has been a leader in our community, representing our hand of fellowship to many community groups that use our church building as a gathering and meeting place for their organizations. Helen, you have done this all with your gifts of warmth and grace. You greet each and everyone of us every time we enter our church building and your presence and genuine personality will be missed as you ARE a gift to this church. Helen has announced her retirement effective April 30th, 2020. So now we turn to all of us, as we are invited to look inward to the gifts we have been given. Together we need to consider if and where we can give. In the next few weeks we will be looking for support to our Pastoral team for volunteers that feel called to share their gifts in support of our church youth in maintaining and growing our youth program. We also ask for your consideration on the call to apply for the position to fill our church administrator role. More information will come on these opportunities in the next couple of weeks, but by way of this tribute of thanks to both Sarah and Helen, and on reflection of the animals in the stable, we are now all invited to consider the gifts we have to give.
Tammy Forrester, NPMC Board Chair
-------------------
We often speak of gathering for worship at Nutana Park Mennonite Church, located on Treaty Six land.  The worship which makes sense to God is not our gathering here, per se, but our daily activities.  When we gather on a Sunday morning it is for encouragement that we might worship well, but worship is actually what we do outside of this hour (see Romans 12:1ff).  We worship as we conduct ourselves in our various occupations.  We worship as we conduct ourselves as a part of the educational system.  We worship as we plow the fields and dream of planting the gardens.  We worship as we stitch, as we meditate on the winter sunrise, as we sup with our table mates.  What we do on a Sunday morning is significant, but it pales in relationship with what we are doing when not gathered in this place.  This is a premise to which the early church, and the 16th century Mennonites, and our Mennonite ancestors held dearly; and those churches flourish in spite of persecution.   We live in grace and extend grace on account of God’s grace.  We come here to be reminded of this reality.  
         In conclusion, we give as we are able:  with our time, our talent and our treasure.  The more we give, ironically, the more joy we experience.  If we are looking for meaning and joy in this world, we might do well to consider the ways in which we are offering ourselves to the world.  This is cause for reflection upon the ways we are using our time, our talent and our treasure. This is not an onerous proposition God and Jesus and the wisdom traditions have placed before us, but rather an invitation to deeper life.   Amen.
Patrick Preheim, co-pastor Nutana Park Mennonite Church
� Hans Küng, The Church; cited in A Guide to Prayer edited by Rueben P. Job and Norman Shawchuck (Nashville, TN:  The Upper Room, 1983), p. 233





