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This morning Hedie Harder as well as Shelby & Laurie Bergen are transferring membership to Nutana Park Mennonite.  This is wonderful, and yet it is hints of sadness.  Let me explain.


Superb Mennonite is where the Bergens were baptized and continued their faith journey for decades.  Hanley Mennonite is the church Hedie Harder called home, also for decades.  Both Superb Mennonite and Hanley Mennonite have recently closed.  The congregations, along with Zoar Mennonite, were beautifully recognized at this past year’s Mennonite Church Saskatchewan annual assembly.  I have included a link of those presentations for those who wish to view them.
  It is sad when churches close, and yet the larger church (the church universal) continues.

One of the gifts of the Pentecost event chronicled in Acts 2 is that God’s Spirit is not limited to one family system or one location.  The Bergens, Hedie, others raised in the Hanley congregation, superb people from Superb Mennonite, pleasant Pleasant Point people, a fair number of Tiefengrunders, Herschelites, former valley dwellers, a few Anglicans, a number of Ukrainian Catholics, an American or two, former Albertans and Manitobans, and so forth are currently worshipping at NPMC and no longer worshiping in the places from whence they have come.  In a beautiful gift of the Holy Spirit that many a wanderer has found a spiritual home here.  This in no way minimizes those who have grown up at NPMC and remain.  Rather, it is a recognition that God’s gift of a spiritual home transcends any one location, denomination, or faith tradition.
Prisca and Aquila from the N.T. changed churches, and we know this because Paul greets them in three different epistles sent to at least two different communities.
  According to Matthew the Holy Family moved around.  Most of our ancestors left homes as they migrated to North America.  Last week we heard from Sarah Bartel who left Saskatoon for studies in Halifax.  Whether for occupation, education, persecution, opportunity, greater supports in housing or health care, or to be closer to family—people have often changed communities and found new places to worship God.  This is a Pentecost gift of the church.
This reality convinces me that we surely need to practice communion on Pentecost, and maybe even more frequently than what we Mennonites have traditionally done.  It is not our unity which is celebrated when we join together as a congregation or a collective of congregations.  If that were the case, we would only have communion services once or twice a year after a rigorous month of confession and reconciliation.  This was precisely the theology which evolved among Mennonite communities in those early decades of the movement.
   Our unity as a congregation, denomination or an ecumenical body rests on Jesus Christ.  It is Christ who has called people into discipleship and congregations into existence and denominations into being.  In the end our practice of communion says much more about God’s work in Christ rather than our unity or our level of perfection.  This does not minimize the importance of taking stock of one’s life and relationships, but it does shift the emphasis.  It could be, in fact, that receiving the bread and cup of Christ will strengthen us in our discipleship and nurturing of relationships.  It has the capacity of drawing us more deeply into faithfulness to our God who is faithful to us, and not just us.  This is a reason for joy, and that takes me to my last section.
Joy was very much a part of the Pentecost celebration referenced in Acts 2 which was based upon direction found in Exodus, Leviticus and Deuteronomy.
  “The celebration of human effort brought to fruition…out of the hands of small farmers in whom God took a special interest, needs no spiritual gloss to be beautiful and worth treasuring…Perhaps Pentecost should always have been a celebration of land and labor into which the Holy Spirit made itself known. ‘It was the farmer’s real joy that became a metaphor for the gift of religious joy we identify with Pentecost today’, writes Helen Graham,”.
   For us it is seeding time; for those in ancient Palestine it was time for the first harvest.  And as farmers know, anytime there is a harvest there is reason for joy.  The Bergens and Harders were both farming families prior to their move into Saskatoon and they know this to be true.
Today we are joy filled that God has provided another spiritual home for the Bergens and Harders in this congregation.  Today we are joy filled that our unity of congregation, denomination, and ecumenical fellowship rests on God and Christ, not our unity of theological understanding or perfection.  Today we are joy filled for the harvests in our lives which God has brought to fruition.  Amen.

Patrick Preheim, co-pastor Nutana Park Mennonite Church

Shelby and Laurie Sharing

We moved to Saskatoon a few years ago and of course wanted to find a church where we were comfortable and felt we would continue to grow in our faith.  We both feel Nutana Park fills those wants.
Laurie attended Superb Mennonite Church all his life except for the first few years of our marriage when we lived in Thompson Man. I was raised in a Catholic home and attended church here in Saskatoon for most of my life until marrying Laurie. At that time my parents only input on this subject was that they felt it was best if there was only one religion in a home.  Laurie and I had many discussions about this and after further thought on both our parts decided that I would convert to the Mennonite faith. We were married at First Mennonite and during the time we lived in Thompson the pastor of the church there, Ernie Sawatsky, spent a lot of time with me educating me further in the Mennonite faith and traditions.
In 1976 Laurie and I were baptized in the Superb Church by Werner Zacharias.  We continued our faith journey for 50 plus years in Superb, attending church, Sunday school, adult education classes and watching members of the congregation live out their faith daily.
Both Laurie and I have read many books on faith from differing perspectives and books about the Mennonite faith in particular. We have both matured and have a firm belief and conviction that is based in the belief that Jesus Christ is our saviour and guiding hand.  In the last few years we have had many challenges in our life and have been grateful beyond words for our faith and for the faith community here at Nutana Park. We would be honoured and grateful to become members of this congregation.
At this time neither Laurie or I feel able to present this to the church body and we are very grateful to Patrick for helping us with this.
Hedie Harder Sharing

I was born and raised in the Pleasant Point Church district.

My first experience of church was with my parents, Henry and Maria Koop and siblings.

My favourite Sunday School teacher was Martha Epp, an Aunt to Hedie Borne. She was welcoming, loving and kind to all of us so I looked forward to seeing her in church every Sunday.

My paternal Grandparents, Aunts, Uncles and Cousins were there as well so it was good to be there.

At Rosthern Junior College, we were encouraged to attend church and I did, also taking Catechism from Rev. Remple.  He taught me how important it was to belong to a church.  I was baptised at Pleasant Point Church in 1954 by Rev. G. Warkentin.
After my marriage to Henry, the Hanley Mennonite Church became our home church, a place to meet new friends and rejuvenate our Spirits.

All these years, the Bible verse Psalm 122:1 has meant a lot to me; “I was glad when they said to me, Come let us go to the house of the Lord”.

I have been in Saskatoon for almost 3 years and have felt very welcome here. Since Hanley Mennonite had their last service on Easter Sunday, I feel the need to belong again, so I ask for membership at NPMC.
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