1 Corinthians 12: 12-14, 27

NPMC 


          May 22, 2016

Listening Church: Stories of Faith and Struggle
“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body…” (12: 12-13)  We have used these words from 1 Corinthians to guide us in worship for the last three weeks.  They were the cornerstone of our baptism and communion service of two weeks ago.  Last Sunday when Susanne Guenther Loewen preached about diversity she quoted this text.  Today we again are confronted with the very same words chosen by those who produced the Listening Church project in which folks who are gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender testify to their love of God and the church.

This morning, together, as a congregation we will give ear to the witness of faithful Christians, Mennonite sons and daughters who are LGBTQ, who love God and love the church but have struggled mightily with the church’s acceptance or lack of acceptance of them. Just as we are frequently blessed on Sunday mornings with the faith stories of those who seek baptism, church membership or those who share from their personal experience, we now are blessed to witness the testimony of brothers and sisters in Christ who have been marginalized and experienced church life on the fringes.

There are familiar faces in this video; Matt Wiens, Craig Friesen, Kelsey Dick and Ben Borne.  There are pastors and scholars who courageously speak of their struggle.  John Rempel, retired seminary professor and author of many worship resources for the Mennonite Church, shares his experience of being gay in the church and boldly articulates his hopes and dreams for the future. He says that he “can’t imagine living without the church.”   Matt Wiens reminds us all that we are a church of peace. 
In these next 30 minutes I expect that you will be inspired by the courage and goodness of these folks who have kept the faith in spite of deep division and rejection. Let us truly be a “listening church” as we are invited into these stories of faith and hope.
*****   View this video online at www.listeningchurch.ca   
