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Well, here we are in 2018--  a pastor short and beginning worship at 10:00am.   Have the wheels come off the chariot?  Have those piloting good ship Nutana lost their minds or at least their sense of propriety?  The answer to this last question is probably “yes”, but it is not the madness which has resulted in us beginning 2018 a pastor short and beginning worship at 10:00am.  As we neared the end of 2017 more than one person asked how I was feeling about these developments.  My reflections this morning speak to that question so that the congregation as a whole knows how I am making sense of these changes.  I begin with an Epiphany story.

The Exodus 18 scripture James read earlier came to me one day back in 2017 as I was pondering, and to be honest worrying, about this upcoming year.  I suppose I was fretting that the visitation and the preaching and the community involvement (all which this congregation values) would be too much for me.  And then this story came to mind and I began to reflect upon it.  It is not a complicated vignette.  Moses is trying to do too much.  His father-in-law Jethro honestly points out the problem.  Jethro councils Moses to have others share in the important work of the tribes.  A parallel of this story appears in Numbers 11 (vv.16-30) in which 70 elders are appointed as helpers for Moses.
   I do not and have never identified with the Moses character of scriptures, and yet the story helped me grasp reality in a new light.  I realized that God does not expect me to do everything from Susanne’s portfolio in addition to my work.  We have a congregation full of amazing people (at least 70) who will step up, I realized. On account of additional responsibilities of administration I may not be able to visit people as much as in previous years, but congregational care through Caring and Visitation will happen.  It was an epiphany for me.  I suspect the board understood this long before I did, but some magi are slower than others in perceiving new light in the sky.  I am grateful that, now and then, stars / scriptures / songs still do shine which have the power to guide us into deeper trust of Christ.   Speaking of trust....

Trust is at the foundation of supporting that which is unfolding.   First and foremost, I trust God.  We may think this is our congregation, but this church and the souls herein are actually property of God.  Jesus loves us more than any of us can imagine.  The Spirit will guide us as we seek to care for each other and connect with our broader community and craft sermons.  I also trust our Board of Deacons.  If you hadn’t noticed, the people on our Church Board are no slouches.  They have been a part of decision making in educational systems, in non-profits, in the business world.  They have an intuitive sense, I think, of what will work.  If it isn’t working they have the strength to recalibrate direction.  And they have said they will do this if need arises.  

This is one characteristic I have really grown to appreciate about our congregational leadership over the years--  they are willing to try something new if they believe God is leading in that direction.   This is another reason for supporting the changes of 2018.   In our scriptures it seems God is always doing something new.  A new world is brought into being which can support human existence.  A new people is formed to become a blessing for all peoples.  In Jesus we are given a new way of being reconciled with God and practicing reconciliation with each other.  Renewal movements have happened again and again throughout church history.  At some point we will see a New Jerusalem.  “New” and re-“new” is what God does.  To keep up with this God of newness we need to be nimble.  The shift to a 10:00am worship service year around is part our Board’s attempt to meet the opportunities God has placed before us.

As I considered this morning’s message I had this sense it would be wise to include additional voices of our leaders for rational behind the changes and how it might actually work.  Carolene will speak to our fellowship time which will follow worship—a time each week I am hoping will allow us to connect with visitors to our congregation as well as reconnect with old friends.  Val will speak to education.  Debbie will address issues around Caring and Visitation.  And if you were wondering about worship....  

Well, within our congregation we have people of spiritual and intellectual depth who have something important to offer us.  We have community connections who would value an opportunity to share a bit of their ministry in Saskatoon.  We have connections to Mennonite Church Saskatchewan and Mennonite Central Committee which we can access for the making of meaningful Sunday morning worship.  If you have questions about worship, talk to me or worship deacon Brent over coffee in the next hour.

And if we are to hear from the Deacon Board, Moses needs to sit down.  With that I invite Carolene forward to offer her reflections.
Patrick Preheim, co-pastor Nutana Park Mennonite Church

� See Luke 10:1-12 for a N.T. which references these two stories from the Books of Moses.





