In Memoriam (2016)      



     Christ the King Sunday Revelation of John 1:4b-8




November 25, 2018
Psalm Reading (if one is used):
 #822 HWB which is part of Psalm 103
Two weeks ago Patty and I spent four days helping Patty’s mother move into a facility with more services.  Fay’s younger brother drove up from Tofield to visit us one afternoon and chat over lunch.  He lost his wife Joyce to cancer almost two years ago.  We talked about the death of Joe and Fern Roth (parents of Fay and Richard), we talked about the death of Joyce and Faye’s husband Ed.  Fay asked Richard what he thought happened after death.  (Note here that she did not ask those two around the table who had been to a Biblical Seminary what they thought; and this is warning that family looks to family, not clergy for sentiments on this touchy topic; so please inform yourselves).  Not having been asked the question directly, though, gave me time to think and reflect on the bible.  I like the bible, and it is complex when we consider the afterlife.
Are we gathered around the throne singing our beloved hymns as Revelation 7:11ff suggests?  Are we buried and waiting, as1st Corinthians 15:35 suggests—the trumpet will sound and the dead shall be raised we know from Handel’s Messiah and the Biblical text’s which inspired it.  Or is it like Lazarus of Luke 16:19ff in which Lazarus has conversations with Abraham while he sees others languishing?  I guess we will learn more on the day of our death.  The theological and Christological claim of this day is that God and Christ are Good Shepherds in this world and the world which is yet to come.
We do not know about the life after life, but the Bible gives clear direction for a right and just existence in this world which make the transition from this life to the life after easier.  Care for the widows, the orphans, and the aliens (Dt 10:18, 24:17-20 and elsewhere) is important.  Hospitality (Rm 12:13) is important.  Growing into the maturity to bless those who curse and praying for those who antagonize us (Matt 5-7) is important.   We learn positive lessons from those who have gone before us.  From those who have gone before us we also learn negative examples.   God willing we grow spiritually from the positive teachings of those who have died, and not be unduly encumbered by the negative experiences we have endured.   God willing we live into the best traits of those who have gone before us and grow stronger from the hard experiences.
We do not know much about the life after, but we entrust our loved to the one who is Lord over life and death.  We entrust ourselves into the hands of the one who is Lord in life and at death and in the life to come. Trusting the One who is the Alpha and Omega to guide us in life and death and the life beyond death is not only comforting, it is wise.  God grant us wisdom.  Amen
Patrick Preheim, co-pastor Nutana Park Mennonite Church

In Memoriam Sunday

November 25, 2018

Intro to name reading - Patrick

Each Sunday we meet to worship in the faith that has been handed on to us by previous generations.  In early 19th century Europe many churches, including the Mennonites, began the practice of remembering those who had died in the previous year—doing this on the final Sunday of the church year.  So today we name those who mentored and shaped and loved us.  The names we will speak are those which have appeared in the Joys & Concerns over the past year.  There will be many more whom we will know and remember.  And we remember them believing God remembers them and will reunite us with those who have gone before us.

Reading the names
Concluding Prayer – Nora

Mother God, remember these who have died whom we have named.  Grant to us the assurance that though our loved ones are gone we remain in close communion with them in your Spirit.  For in you we all, living and dead, rest in the peace of life eternal.  Thanks be to you who brings life out of death and draws all souls to yourself.  In the name of the One Who Was and Who Is and Who Is Coming Again.  AMEN

Communion Service
Nora: The bread and wine we accept in communion today connect us with our ancestors and loved ones who have departed this world.  It connects us to the living God who continues to nourish us.  It connects us with those who will one day yet embrace the love of Christ.  The bread we accept is the same which our loved ones accepted.  The cup we take today is the same which our children will accept in years to come.  We remember those who have died.  We remember those who grieve their going. We pray for the future generations of God’s people as they come into being.   “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever”. This is the Christ’s table.  All who wish to receive from Jesus are welcome.

Patrick: For we received from the Lord what we hand on to you, that  Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, broke it saying, “This is my body that is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”
Nora: In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s [life], death, [and resurrection] until he comes again.”
(Patrick and Nora:  (lifting the elements) the gifts of God for the people of God

Patrick:  As the grain of this bread was scattered on the plains and then gathered together and then milled and then kneeded and then baked to become one loaf to nourish us-- so, too, may we the people of God be made ready to bless the world.

     Prayer: We give you thanks, O God, for the ways in which you have sustained your people in the past.  You have supplied the bread they needed in their journey to this place.  You walked with them through struggles, illness, and death.  We also recognize, O God, that you have sustained us.  The same spirit and substance which fed our ancestors has nourished us.  So we give you thanks, O God, for the ways in which you have strengthened us in our personal lives.  We give you thanks for presence with Nutana Park Mennonite Church over the years. We give you thanks that you have brought us to this table today.  Forgive our sins.  Free us from whatever binds us.  Remove our anxiety, fear, anger, and guilt.  May we recognize you in the breaking of bread this day.  Amen.

      As you serve the person next to you, offer them the Peace of Christ.  If you are on the outside sections, return the tray to the center isle to pass into the next row.  Please hold the bread so that we might all eat together.

[distribution]

Have all been served?  May Christ’s body be bread for our souls, to give us strength as we continue our pilgrimage.  Take and eat.

Nora: Let us give thanks in prayer for the cup that has strengthened God’s people through the generations. (Prayer).

     Dear God, we give you thanks that you took human form; that you showed us a new way of living; that you showed us courage in suffering; that you showed there is a power greater than death.  Many of our loved ones gained strength from your teaching, your life, your death and your resurrection. It enabled them to be peacemakers in the midst hostility, to offer kindness in the midst of anger, to remain faithful in the midst of uncertainty.  Forgive our weaknesses.  Free us from concerns about the future so that we may truly live today.  Let your life flow into us through the sharing of the cup.  Amen.

     As you offer the cup to your neighbour do so as a deliberate act of unity.  The inner circle is grape juice.  If you are on the outside sections, return the tray to the center isle to pass into the next row.  Please hold the cup so that we might all drink together.

[distribution]

Have all been served?  May the new wine of Christ help us live with courage and hope so that God’s kingdom comes to earth as it is in heaven.  Take and drink to life eternal.

Patrick:  We conclude our communion service with prayer.  Holy God, you are beginning and end; the alpha and the omega; Lord of life and death and the life beyond this life.  May we be faithful reflection of your goodness.  Unite us with those who have died, those with whom we worship today, and the whole church of your Spirit around the world.  Lead us always closer to Jesus who feeds us and loves us and never forgets us.  We speak together now the prayer he taught his disciples, saying, “Our father....

Nora: Please rise for the benediction and the sending hymn #580  “My Life Flows On”
Benediction (Nora):    #789 HWB (adapted)

Hymn:  #580  “My life flows on”
           Patrick and Nora exit after verse three and greet at the doors.
