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In one of the many classic scenes from Monty Python’s Search for the Holy Grail we find a nobleman having a heart to heart with his son who will one day inherit the family estate.  The crown prince is a bit apathetic; unsure what he wants in life.  In an effort to highlight the opportunities before him, maybe even instill a bit of drive, the father takes his son near a second story stone window in the castel, sweeps out arm toward the window and the beautiful lands onto which it looks and exclaims, “One day, son, all this will be yours”.  The son replies, “What, the curtains?”  “No, not the curtains, lad!”, retorts the father somewhat frustrated.  Sometimes the generations, while viewing the same realty, focus in on different aspects of the scene.

That possibility was one of the reasons we invited the youth to share with us today.   We felt it is important to hear from them because they co-inhabit the planet with us and all the other creatures.  Not only that, they will be here long after most of us are gone.  As part of their birth-right, a birthright all newborns have, they will be receiving provisional title of the earth.  Yes, the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness therein (Ps 24.1), but in a twinkling of an eye they will supplant the elders as primary keepers of the earth.

I want them to have a good inheritance.  I want this because I care about them and the earth.  The thought of Deanna, Matthew, Ella, Rebecca or Colin, or any of the younger ones who were up here for children’s time suffering because we have created a sick planet bothers me.  I want to give a good gift, not a run-down second rate eco-system.   Inheritance is a thoroughly biblical topic.  It is a theologically important topic.
According to 1st Peter, God has given us / the church an inheritance in Jesus Christ (1st Peter 1:4).  The gifts of Jesus are for today—Jesus prays for us (John 17); his Spirit prays for us (Romans 8:26); Jesus heals us; Jesus teaches us.  The gifts of Jesus are for us as we transition from this world to next—he is a guide for us in that journey we all will make.  Jesus is an inheritance and I want the our children, all children, might have access to this richness.  Through Jesus God has written us into the divine will, and we have some responsibilities to extend that generous invitation of God.
Inheritance, in the biblical sense also has to do with character.   In many ways this is not distinct from the understanding Jesus as inheritance, and yet the Jesus story has been sufficiently distorted that a separate word about it has become necessary.  God has graced, us, with behavioral guidelines designed to bring health and wholeness.  Without getting too complicated, these guidelines all have do with learning to love ourselves, our neighbours and God.  We do well to pass on this gift and confess where we have fallen short in passing on the gift.  Research shows that “loving parents and grandparents nurture strong values”.  Our children learn from us by watching us, and listening to us, and spending time with us.  Children learn be being among us”.
  More times they end up acting and speaking in similar ways as to what they have seen modeled.  In this respect, we may be called to that Lenten discipline of repentance--  of the un-loving things we have modeled, and the un-loving things we have spoken in their presence, and of time we have not spent with the children in our lives.  Sometimes, often times actually, I wonder if a key part of the teaching we pass on is learning to distinguish between the good baggage from the bad baggage we have received.  And that transitions me to my last point.
Inheritance in the biblical story is about creation and the planet.  God created the earth (Gen 1-2).   Jesus affirmed that God loves the world enough to send a beloved son to walk among us, heal us, teach us, save us (John 3.16).   That verse from John 3:16 is incredibly compelling.  It says that God loved the world—not humans, not animals, not plants—THE WORLD it says.  God loves the world, and part of the salvation Jesus offers us is tied up in a salvation of the world.  And that is, in fact, how our biblical story in John’s Revelation ends.  The Holy City, the new Jerusalem, “comes own out heaven”, sits itself at the centre of the world, issues forth healing waters, and fosters leaves which heal nations.   This is what God and Jesus do.  How about us?  As the youth have noted, God entrusted stewardship of the earth into our care.  It is very possible they will need to unlearn some of what their generation has observed and heard from we older folk.  I am ready to hear it.  And if repentance is necessary I am ready.  If a change of behavior is required, I am willing to try.  That is, in part, what Lent is about.   We remember that we don’t have all the answers, that we are not God, that we are again in need of being saved, that some of what we have learned may be off the mark, that repentance may call for different behaviours on our part, that sometimes our children are our greatest teachers.
This world is God’s world.  Let us find comfort in God’s creation.  Let us learn to love the world as God and Jesus love the world.  Let us translate God’s love into a love of self and a love of neighbor.  Let us do this for our sake, the sake of our children, and the sake of the earth we inhabit.
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