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Today we will be enacting a time honoured tradition of God’s people and creation itself.  Together we will await the creating Spirit of God.   In the beginning when the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, a wind / breath / spirit of God (ר֫וּחַ can be translated with any of these) moved over the waters bringing a good creation into being.  In a valley filled with dry bones, a Divine ר֫וּחַ brought new life to bleached bones.  50 days after the death of Jesus a Divine ר֫וּחַ transformed disciples into Apostles.  Creation waited in darkness for the Spirit to move over the waters.  Dry bones waited their reassembly and renewed life.  Disciples waited patiently, or impatiently, for the Spirit.  Time and time again throughout our Biblical text, God’s spirit creates or renews propelling God’s creatures toward sacred mission.  The same is true as we consider church history.
Twins, St. Benedict and St. Scholastica, founded western monasticism which systematized the meditation upon scripture called Lectio Divina; these monastic communities would hold the fabric of society together as Europe lived through the tumultuous middle ages.  Francis and Claire, wealthy citizens of 13th century Assisi, allowed Jesus Christ to give them meaning and purpose, and this passion of Christ got translated into a mighty renewal movement.  The emergence of Anabaptism was also a renewal movement which could not have happened or survived without the Holy Spirit’s presence.
  Nutana Park Mennonite, Mennonite Church Saskatchewan, owes its very existence to the faithfulness of God’s Breath and the openness of our spiritual ancestors to follow the Spirit’s lead.   This, then, leads us to our exercise for today.

What do we need to continue the tradition started at the beginning of creation, the beginning of the church, the beginning of our denomination, and the beginning of God’s next steps through us in our cities?  Initially, I think, we must come to terms with the fact that we are ever in need of the Spirit’s renewal:  as individuals, as congregations, as an Area Church.  Maybe the term for this posture of openness is humility.  We all have things we need to let go so that we might embrace what might be.  Acknowledging our need is a necessary place to begin.
Secondly, we need patience.  God may create something special out of our conversations today, and maybe not.  As Jesus says in John 3:8, “the Spirit blows where it chooses”.  We can ask the Spirit to lead us this day, but in the end we are called to wait upon the Lord with trust.  God loves us each one of us, knows our sorrows and burdens, knows our gifts, knows our potential, and God wants to put a “new and right spirit within” us (Ps 51:10).  Through us God wants to continue the transformation, the reformation, of society.  Sometimes that takes time.  

I know that God loves this congregation.  I know that God loves you, me, us.   Better than we do, God knows our Church and our needs.  In trust we gather to listen for the sound of the Spirit and share the light, the fire, generated within us.  This kind of group listening is what the early Anabaptists did; it is what spiritual pioneers through church history have done; it is what the early church did; it is what the dry bones were doing in the valley when Ezekiel showed up.  We trust.  We wait patiently.  In humble gratitude we receive the gift of the Spirit and the direction of the Spirit’s leading.  And we go forward with courage.

Well, that gives us a framework for our table conversations.  Amen.

Patrick Preheim, co-pastor Nutana Park Mennonite Church
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