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Responding in Troubled and Hungry times
· Welcome, role as Canadian Foodgrains Bank (CFGB) Rep, also member of MCC constituency

· Joys of connecting with many people across this province, and amongst many denominations…reminder that CFGB is well respected Ecumenical organization working together to end hunger in the world.

· Patrick invited me a while back, delving into a series entitled “Feeding the ungryHungryHungry” – and while I will discuss in more detail the work of the Foodgrains Bank, I feel its also important to remind ourselves of the multifaceted nature of “hunger” – physical and also spiritual - and to note the passages we have read are an invitation to RESPOND in a manner that allows us to be nourished daily through Jesus, the Bread of Life.

· I am not trained as a Pastor nor theologian, but I do want to make a few comments in relation to our Scripture of the morning – in our anabaptist confession of faith, a pillar of which is the priesthood of all believers, trusting God’s Spirit teaches and guides us as a faith community. 

· Comments in relation to Scripture (highlight my recent use of The Message paraphrase/translation…personal learning/growth)
· Thematically, these passages highlight the inner working of God (as THE source of life) – this inner working often consists of elements unseen, or perhaps perceptible BUT often unnoticed / taken for granted / even neglected
· Of His sustenance, He is the bread of life – John 6 

· Of His goodness (incl forgiveness) to all – Psalm 130

· Of rest and our willingness to wait upon Him….implying listening / prayer
· This inner working is NOT necessarily neat and tidy. Often, its very messy, many times we struggle to understand God’s working within us, as individuals, and as a corporate body of Christ. 

· I have been reading Dallas Willard’s Renovation of the Heart, a challenging but exciting read – in it he states “The hidden dimension of each human life is not visible to others, nor is it fully graspable even by ourselves. We usually know very little about the things that move in our own soul, the deepest level of our life, or what is driving it. Our “within” is astonishingly complex and subtle—even devious. It takes on a life of its own. Only God knows our depths, who we are, and what we would do.” 

· This degree of complexity and messiness reflects the sobering reality of the world we live in
· Scripture, which speaks eloquently of God’s work, His action, His initiative, His presence, was written by writers who were also in the midst of hardship – the real world – corruption, betrayal, persecution, death – i.e. King David
· The words we hear and read have an element of lament….but also of hope – I find that combination a most-telling characteristic about God’s inner working…holding the tension, not faltering to extremes, either to the one extreme of reactive violence or the other of passive indifference we so often see, and at times experience.
· Its why these words are eternal…we too live in this world of corruption, of deceit, of neglect and indifference and suffering and pain.
· How do we hold the tension of lament and hope?

· I want to READ Eph 4: 30 in the Message version - The GIFT he gives…His Spirit…this is the inner working of God revealed to us….God is a God of revelation that seeks to reconcile relationship, from the time He walked in the garden, to His covenant w/ Abraham, to the visual guidance he gave the Israelites, to His person revealed in Jesus…He draws us to Him by revealing himself in all his love, mercy, justice and peace. 
· In turn, His Spirit invites us to receive His hand……

· in doing so, we are nourished, and outflows the compassionate response as a mechanism by which His love is shared, by which reconciliation occurs
· An important note about receiving this Bread of Life…….consider the difference (in how your body would respond) between a moment of pause to have an energy drink, granola bars and some multi-vitamins versus a full meal prepared in the kitchen and eaten/shared amongst friends….in the same manner we highlight the importance of rest / prayer in receiving nourishment from God – I for one can be caught in this relentless pursuit of working for good, w/o recognizing my own limitations, or from where my source of life comes….

· For this reason we do well to find balance in our lives to listen, pray, wait, for God – He is faithful to nourish us, and we are enabled, emboldened, to invest our energies in Kingdom work
· It does not take much effort to realize there is much brokenness, suffering, inequality, and injustice in our world. After nearly 25 years of gradual decline, hunger is again on the rise, largely due to conflict that results in displacement, disaster, and neglect, which significantly affect food security at family and community levels. 815 million people….70% of those are smallholder farmers, with 1-2 acres of land. These issues are certainly larger than most any ind or group can overcome, and so we can feel helpless.  Yet we hold onto the tension of lament and hope
· 40 years ago Mennonite farmers in SK and MB were moved by the Spirit to act on their conviction and share their harvests with those who were dying of hunger. 
· CFGB is now in its 35th year – an ecumenical, Christian response to hunger, to injustice

· When we consider this work of the Spirit - its so much more than resources!!

· Our work w/ people in Sask who respond compassionately – I’ll give a few examples – there is no big or small here, every act of compassion is to be celebrated:

· MCC Relief Sale…lots of volunteers…Janzens from Rosthern – Grow Hope project
· Farmer down near Shaunavon – grain donations since the 80’s

· Luther Care home – in-house concert

· And our International work demonstrates the effectiveness of building trusted partnerships, and of God’s faithfulness in nourishing his children to respond compassionately in a troubled and hungry world:
· Lebanon – the work of local MCC partners showing compassion, responding to conflict via peace-building, feedback from Syrian refugees
· Rwanda – conservation ag development, significant impact for long-term FS, story of Edise
· Folks often ask us “What can or could we do?” There really is no template – God is too creative for that – but we summarize it often in 4 words – pray, give, learn and advocate – hundreds of ways to put those words into action!

· Jacquie and I are honoured to have this role to share what we bear witness to….We see God’s people all over the world who demonstrate the work of the Holy Spirit to embody His kingdom, to provide for those who are suffering from a lack of food. May this encourage you, and may you be blessed in the coming week. 
	
	
	
	
	


