Scott Feick  (August 14, 2016)

Good Morning!
This mooring I would like to offer you my reflections from the youth assembly that took place just over a month ago in, both, Missinipe and Saskatoon. But before I do I want to show you a short video that highlights the events of that week.

https://www.facebook.com/Assembly2016thecovenantcrew/videos/1728107450778113/ 

And so after a very brief registration on on the morning of July 6th, we loaded up a bus full of about 30 youth and nine youth sponsors and set off for the Churchill River System to begin our journey. Roughly 5 hours later we arrived at Missinipe where we were greeted by Rick Driediger, the owner of Churchill River Canoe Outfitters, and his family. Not only did Rick and his family graciously offer us a place to stay, canoes, food and guides for our short canoe trip but Rick also took time out of his week to share a bit of his life and ministry with us. Rick began his message to us by reflecting on the verse Isaiah 40:3. The verse reads “A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” In his reflection Rick emphasized this line “in the Wilderness prepare the way of the Lord”. Because in many of the stories throughout the Bible it is in the wilderness that God’s chosen prophets and teachers prepare to lead God’s people. I found this to be very fitting as we began our week in the wilderness before coming back to Saskatoon to be a part of the Adult assembly. But there was more to Rick’s focus on the wilderness than the mere convenient connection that I had made between the verse and our week. It was through the lens of wilderness and nature that he related to our theme for the week. The theme for both the adult and youth assemblies this year was the passage from Jeremiah that Armin read earlier this morning. And so using the notion of God’s future generation knowing God, and subsequently knowing God’s desire, he spoke to us of the importance of the wilderness and nature. He shared with us his experience of being in the wilderness, of being out on the lake by himself, paddling by himself for hours without some voice of the media in the background telling him what he should think. And before we set out on our own canoes he relayed to us the fact that being on a canoe trip in nature forces a group to become a closer community. Because you have to work together in a canoe to get to your destination; because once you get to your destination you have to help each other set up tents. Especially when its pouring rain and you want to keep the tents as dry as possible. And then once your tents are set up you have to make a fire and cook a meal together. All of these tasks being accomplished with the necessity of someone else’s help. And all the while being experienced in the absolute beauty of God’s created wilderness. In addition to being given the opportunity to show us this reality about nature Rick told the youth that he was incredibly excited to be speaking to this age group of youth, because he Whole heartedly believes that the current generation of youth is the generation that God has been waiting for ever since the time of Jeremiah. That they are the generation that no longer will need to be told “‘know the LORD,’ for they shall know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD”. When Rick first told the youth this, I kind of thought “Woah! no pressure hey?” But then he explained what he meant by that. He said that the youth today don’t pay as much heed to trying to prove one’s self, or to try and make a name for them selves, but rather they have the ability and the intellect to step back and recognize the injustices that have gone on in previous centuries. And then Rick reflected on his generation, as well as the next, and all the unbelievable technological advances they have accomplished, but lamented because he believes that these advances were done at the cost of many souls. Because though many of these advances have made life easier they have also resulted in absolute abandon for the ecological world. As we left Missinipe and headed back to Saskatoon I couldn’t help but think about the conviction in Rick’s voice in his commission to the youth. And I couldn't help but wonder if he was right or if he had missed the mark. 
We got back to Saskatoon in time to be a part of the final discussions of “Being a Faithful Church”, which was a brand new experience for me as I’m sure it was for most of our youth. For those of you who weren’t in attendance, or like me had not read anything about the conference before hand, the being a faithful church discussion was a discussion about allowing churches to act independently of the broader Mennonite Church conference on a case by case issue, relying on the Holy Spirit to offer discernment. And though it was not at all stated in the purpose of the discussion, from my understanding, the discussion focussed mainly on the topic of the LGBTQ community’s involvement in the church. As I sat there listening to the arguments being brought forward I grew rather irritated by the course of discussion, because rather than being a discussion it seemed, to me, to be merely a series of opinions cast upon deaf ears as each comment offered was in very small way related to the one that preceded it. But then one of our youth got up to the microphone. And with incredible grace she said. “I feel like I’m five years old in asking this question but why? Why is this even a discussion? Aren’t we supposed to love our neighbours? I mean they’re just people like we are people.” And she lamented the fact that though her sexual orientation is heterosexual, she has friends with in the LGBTQ community that she doesn’t feel as though she can tell, with 100% confidence, that they would be welcome in to the mennonite church where she has felt welcomed her whole life. 
Jeremiah 31:33. “I will put my law within them and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” 
After hearing this young woman speak and thinking about the second passage that Armin read this morning from the book of Matthew, though it was in a different context that he had stated it, it became quite clear to me that Rick did not miss his mark in his proclamation to the youth. This young woman did not care about past traditions of the church that have formed prejudices against certain people. She did not care that there are some passages in the Bible that, if taken out of context, seem to condemn sexual acts other than ones of a heterosexual nature. She merely recognized our command to “Love the LORD [our] God with all [our] heart soul, mind, and strength”… …”And to love [our] neighbours as our selves.” These being the greatest commandments God has ever given us!
Benediction
From the letter of Paul to the Colossians: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”
