Life Transitions 
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Patrick:  Join with me in a brief prayer.  Oh God who is and who was and who is to come (Rev 1.4) grant us hearts to receive your presence among us this day, this hour, this minute, and this moment.  Amen.  

Intro
Church Transitions (Susanne)   Right now, we are in a time of multiple transitions in our individual lives and in our life together as a congregation. Many of you have family transitions with children or aging parents, experiences of illness or moving or loss, changes in employment, school, etc. As a congregation, you are experiencing a major renovation to your church building as well as a change in pastors as Anita ends her time as co-pastor and Susanne begins hers.

Personal Transitions (Patrick)

· The Upside down Kingdom:  unsettling having the church turned upside down. “Schmauzzle”
· A new colleague.  She is great but we are sharing my office!

· Home is no longer a sanctuary:  a garage demo and new build.  It is happening in fits and starts; tools strewn about the backyard, cords everywhere, etc..,

Personal Transitions (Susanne)

My family and I have moved from Winnipeg to Saskatoon, leaving behind neighbours, friends, and my parents (Simon’s Oma and Opa). We’ve moved closer to my husband Kris’ family, I’ve started a new job (my first role as a pastor after many years of studies), and we’re getting used to new routines, a new neighbourhood, and a new church community. I’ve met many of you and have many new names to learn! 

Biblical Transitions

· Epistles (Patrick):  Aquilla and Pricilla

· Mentioned 6 times throughout the epistles

· Both he and his wife were in church work

· A Jew who had to relocate from Rome to Corinth, and then to Ephesus, and then back to Rome

· The team was not a roving missionary like Paul, but they served the congregations and people who God placed in their lives

· Naomi and Ruth (Susanne)

Ruth and Naomi – Naomi was an Israelite woman who had come to live in Moab with her family. Her sons had married Moabite women, but then her husband and both sons had died, leaving the three women widows. In that context, being widowed meant a life of poverty and hardship, and there was a famine in Moab. Naomi decided to go back to Bethlehem and told her two daughters-in-law, Ruth and Orpah, to stay in Moab, marry again, and make new lives for themselves.  Orpah goes back, but, we’re told, “Ruth clung to her.” Ruth chooses to leave her homeland, to go with Naomi and be faithful to her even though she has no idea what may happen. She makes her eloquent promise: “Where you go, I will go, where you stay, I will stay; Your people shall be my people, and your God my God.”  Eventually, the women “make it” in Bethlehem, and manage to re-establish themselves in the community there, thanks to Naomi’s plan to match Ruth with her relative, Boaz.

· Jeremiah’s Letter to the exiles (Patrick)

· build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce.  Take [spouses] and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage..seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile.   (Jer 29.6-7)

· Exile to Babylon really isn’t that bad; almost like winning the lottery

· Access to all the goods of the empire

· Relative peace

· The hanging gardens

· Like the exiles in Jeremiah’s letter I feel I have come to a city of abundance.  We have planted gardens and are trying to build a garage.

· Jonah (Susanne)
God told the prophet Jonah to go to the city of Nineveh to pronounce judgement on it, but Jonah fled to Joppa – in the exact opposite direction. There, he got on a ship headed further away, to Tarshish, but a great storm came and threatened to sink the ship. Jonah knew it was because of him, so he told the ship’s crew to throw him overboard. He was swallowed by a large fish and stayed there for three days and three nights. He prays from the belly of the fish, and God has the fish spit him out onto the shore. Jonah finally heads to Nineveh and reluctantly proclaims his message. And immediately, the entire city repents of their wrongdoing – even the animals!   So Jonah eventually, reluctantly, followed God's call and the city of Nineveh was saved from judgement. 

Our Responses to Transition

· Avoidance of Jonah

· Sloth / paralysis (Patrick)

·  Procrastinate  (Susanne)

· Acceptance
· Walk and pray helps me cope—keeps me engaged with God

·  Acknowledging the mixed feelings – journal and connect with God and other people  (Susanne)

Conclusion
(Susanne):   We thought about Romans 8 and Ps. 139 – nothing can separate us from the love of God, there is nowhere we can go where God is not present with us.  I think it’s important to recognize the ambiguity of times of change or transition, the way that it involves a mixture of lament at what we are losing or letting go of, and the joy of new possibilities and relationships, a sense of renewal.

We’re tempted to think that God is only with us in times of newness and excitement, in times when things are going well for us. But if can’t be separated from God, then God is with us in both. Even in the difficult aspects of transitions, God is present; even when Ruth insisted in going with Naomi to a strange new place, even when Jonah ran away from God’s calling, God was still there. God was with him even in the belly of the whale. And God was with Ruth even when her and Naomi’s future was uncertain.

(Patrick):  There is reason to grieve the losses or changes because God was with us there as well.  God is there in what was, what is, and what will be. It is not unlike what we hear from the writer of Hebrews:  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  This seems to be the biblical understanding.   This is grace.  We have done nothing to prompt the presence of God, Jesus or the Spirit among us.  God was here before we came and will be here after we leave.  Where ever it is we are going, we can be sure that God will be there.  That is amazing and a reason to truly give thanks.  I do not think it is any accident that Jesus was also named Emmanuel—God with us, for Jesus and God are with us through all circumstances and all transitions.  For this we give thanks and praise. 
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